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(54) Abstract Title 

Validation system for secure electronic commerce 

(57) A validation system is provided for giving an 
indication of trustworthiness of a subject upon request 
from a user, including subject assessment means operable 
to obtain subject data from a data source, indicating 
means operable to provide to a user the results of the 
subject assessment, timing means operable to generate 
an indication of the time at which a request by a user is 
made, and receipt generating means operable to generate 
a receipt indicating at least one of the user, the subject 
assessment and the time of the request. The receipt can be 
used as evidence of an intended transaction with a 
subject. The system can also include recording means 
operable to record user requests and/or other user data 
relating to one or more subjects, and processing means 
operable to provide to a user an indication of the results of 
the subject assessment and/or recorded subject data. 
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VALIDATION SYSTEM FOR SECURE ELECTRONIC COMMERCE 

The present invention relates to a validation system, 
including assessment and receipts (termed VAR) , for use in 
electronic commerce performed, for example, over the Internet 
(World Wide Web) . 

Security protocols such as SSL (Secure Socket Layer, now 
standardised as Transport Layer Security (TLS) protocol), 
S/MIME (Secure MIME) , SET (Secure Electronic. Transactions) 
provide a means of securing e-commerce transactions and 
authenticating the trading partner. These security protocols 
make use of X.509 public key certificates as the basis for 
authenticating the remote party in an electronic commerce 
transaction either directly using digital signatures or 
indirectly using authenticated keys. X.509 public key 
certificates are obtainable from ITU-T X.509 (93) Directory 
Authentication Framework, also published as International 
Standard ISO/IEC 9594-8. 

Concerns relating to the validity of an identity 
authenticated using such protocols include the following: 

a) the validity of the certificate has been 
compromised (e.g. due to the key being compromised). In such 
a situation the validity of the certificate needs to be 
revoked- X.509 defines a mechanism using a Certificate 
Revocation List to distribute a list of revoked- certificates 
securely; 

b) the certificate is used in situations for which is 
not intended (i.e. invalid use of certificates); 

c) the certificate is fraudulent. 
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An Internet standard protocol has been defined for carrying 
out on-line checks on the validity of X.509 certificates 
(OCSP: On-line Certificate Status Protocol - Internet 
RFC2560) . This protocol provides access to a service which 
5 can check the validity of the certificate, including whether 
it has been revoked. 

It is becoming common for CAs to publish a statement of its 
certification practices, defining the policies and procedures 

10 used for operating its services. This information may be 

used to assess the trustworthiness of a CA and the h^nce the 
certificates it produces, however, this requires significant 
knowledge and expertise by the human user. Standard codes of 
practice and assessment criteria for certification 

15 authorities are being developed. 

Such security protocols generally are designed to provide 
authentication at the time the transaction takes place. 
However, when the authentication is used to support 
20 electronic receipts the authentication information needs to 
remain valid over a long period so that the transaction 
information can be checked if there is a subsequent dispute 
over the transaction. 

25 Thus a further concern is how to maintain the validity of 
authentication of a long period. 

Two solutions are commonly used for this for X.509 digital 
signatures; one is for a trusted system to produced a signed 
30 time-stamp linked to fingerprint of the signed data. The 
other is to use a trusted archive supporting long term 
verification. A fingerprint is typically applied by a hash, 
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or message digest, algorithm to the signed data. Currently, 
no equivalent solution exists for SSL. 

A third concern with the current system of e-commerce 
5 include: 

a) the relying party has no means of assessing the 
trustworthiness of the e-commerce trading partner; 

b) it is difficult for the normal relying party, to 
assess quickly whether certificates and other verification 

10 information have been issued and are being used in a 

trustworthy and legitimate manner. It can take a significant 
time to collect the relevant information and require expert 
knowledge to provide such an assessment. 

15 The present invention seeks to provide an improved validation 
system. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a validation system for giving an indication of 

20 trustworthiness of a subject upon request from a user, 

including subject assessment means operable to obtain subject 
data from a data source, indicating means operable to provide 
to a user the results of the subject assessment, timing means 
operable to generate an indication of the time at which a 

25 request by a user is made, and receipt generating means 

operable to generate a receipt indicating at least one of the 
user, the subject assessment and the time of the request. 

The receipt can be used as evidence of an intended 
30 transaction with a subject. 

It is envisaged that the. validation system may include 
transaction means operable to enable a transaction to be 



performed between a user and a subject through the system or 
with verification of the transaction by the system, in which 
case the receipt generating means can generate a receipt 
indicating occurrence and, preferably, the details of, the 
5 transaction. With this embodiment, it is possible to provide 
independent evidence of the transaction. The term receipt 
used herein is intended to include evidence of a transaction 
that can be used by the relying party to support a claim that 
the transaction has taken place. 

10 

According to another aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided a validation system for giving an indication of 
trustworthiness of a subject upon request from a user, 
including subject assessment means operable to obtain subject 
15 data from at least one data source, recording means operable 
to record user requests and/or other user data relating to 
one or more subjects, and processing means operable to 
provide to a user an indication of the results of the subject 
assessment and/or recorded subject data. 

20 

This aspect can enable other data, such as previous 
validations of a subject and/or recommendations or problems 
with a subject to be considered in the assessment of a 
subject. Advantageously, the processing means is operable to 

25 generate a trustworthiness indicator based upon the assessed 
and/or stored data on a subject. The trustworthiness 
indicator can be generated on the basis of the type of 
assessment data and predetermined weighting factors. For 
example, some types of data such as insolvency or previous 

30 legal problems can be given high weighting factors while less 
important types of data, such as time of delivery can be 
given low weighting factors . Similarly, positive types of 
data can be given factors which in practice offset nB^ati^e 



data. Of course, some types of data, such as insolvency, can 
be set to cause a negative assessment of trustworthiness 
irrespective of other positive data. Of course, the features 
of the aspect described above can be combined together, as 
will be apparent from the specific description below. 

The preferred embodiments provide a computerised system (with 
associated user software) , which is accessible via a data 
network, which can provide one or more of the following 
services for secure electronic commerce (e-commerce) : 

- - J! 

a) check validity of information supporting the authenticity 
of an electronic commerce transaction, including public key 
certificates; 

b) provide an assessment of the "trustworthiness" of a 
secured e-commerce transaction; 

c) provide an electronic receipt as evidence of the 
transaction . 

The preferred embodiment provides a validation system which 
can offer an integrated service which: 

a) provides a check on the validity of certificates used for 
authentication; 

b) provides a simple means for the user to assess the 
trustworthiness and previous trading record of the trading 
party, and the strength of the security used; 

c) guides the user as whether he should proceed with the 
electronic trade or not; 

d) provides the user with simple to understand information 
on the implications of a particular trade; 

e) provides a t^eans of collecting receipts which is 



applicable to a range of security protocols including those 
which are not directly based on basic digital signatures as 
defined in X.509. 

There is currently no recognised mechanism for providing long 
term evidence, for use as an electronic receipt, when trading 
using web based technology which integrates with existing web 
security protocols such as SSL. Furthermore, with current 
web technology that uses active web pages (that is, including 
software which create web page dependent on local 
characteristics) there is a degree of uncertainty with what 
the user may see not being determined exclusively from what 
was originally secured and received over the network. There 
is a need to include further contextual information, such as 
the web image as displayed on the web-viewer, to ensure that 
there is certainty that the receipts relates directly to what 
is perceived by web-user. 

The term ^subject', is used herein to indicate the party in 
an e-commerce transaction which is the subject of validation 
and assessment by this system. The term ^relying party', is 
used herein to indicate the party in an e-commerce 
transaction which relies on the results of the validation and 
assessment. For example, in the case of trading over the 
Internet using Web protocols, the merchant may be the subject 
and the buyer may be the relying party. In the case of a 
signed electronic mail item the originator may be the subject 
and the recipient acting on the e-mail may be the" relying 
party. 

An embodiment of the present invention is described below, by 
way of example only, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
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Figure 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of system 
employing a VAR server; 

5 Figure 2 is a flow chart of an embodiment of operation of the 
system of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a flow chart of an embodiment of validation 
operation; 
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15 



Figure 4 is a flow chart of an embodiment of validation 
operation using S/MIME; and 

Figure 5 shows in more detail an embodiment of system. 



The preferred embodiment includes the following features: 
1) the VAR Client, software resident in the relying 
parties system, which monitors the secure transaction between 
the relying party's Internet browser and a subject, 
20 2) a networked VAR Server used by the relying party to 

provide validation and assessment services as well as a time- 
stamp used in creating an electronic receipt. 

The VAR Server is a computerised system, which can be 
25 accessibly via a data network such as the public Internet or 
a private Intranet. The server is used by a party relying on 
certificates to support secured electronic commerce 
transaction (e.g. purchase of goods or services 'from an 
Internet web server) to help check and assess the security of 
30 the transaction. The VAR Server may be composed of several 
networked computers that together provide the VAR services. 
The. VAR Server, its relationship to the relying party and a 
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secured transaction with a remote subject is illustrated in 
Figure 1. 

The VAR Server: 

a) determines the validity of the electronic security 
information, including certificates, on which an e-commerce 
transaction relies; 

b) provides an assessment of the trustworthiness of 
the transaction based on: 

i) information about the CA such as whether the 
CA meets recognised criteria (e.g. as defined ill EU 
legislation, standardised or accepted codes of 
practice) ; 

ii) information about the subject such as checks 
carried out by the CA when registering the subject, the 
amount of trading already carried out with the subject 
(derived from any record of previous validation check 
done on that subject), any reports of problems from 
subscribers, or is a recognised to be a member of an 
identified scheme for payments or codes of practice; 

iii) information about the transaction such as 
legal context and cryptographic algorithms employed; 

c) provides a time-stamp of the transaction which can 
be used by the relying party to produce an electronic receipt 
of the transaction. 

The relying party uses the VAR Server: 

a) to validate and get an assessment of a 
transaction's security; 

b) to time-stamp the transaction information. 



During the transaction the VAR client records both the 
secured data transferred during the transaction, or security 
tokens containing the security significant parts the 
transaction (e.g. initial SSL handshake), as well as the 
relying parties view of that transaction (e.g. as displayed), 
the identity of the relying party and other relevant 
contextual information. The secured data and the contextual 
information are time-stamped. The VAR Server may check the 
authenticity of the relying party's identity before applying 
the time-stamp. The relying party stores the secured 
transaction or tokens and the contextual information, along 
with the time-stamp, as the electronic receipt or passes the 
receipt to the VAR Server for storage on behalf of the user. 

The relying party view is used as the relying party's claim 
for the transaction. If the subject disputes this claim it 
can replay the transaction from the secured transaction. 

This embodiment may be used to support a range of protocols 
for securing the transaction (e.g. SSL / SMIME / SET /Signed 
code) . More specifically, in use, the relying party sends to 
the VAR Server, relevant information (see below) for 
validation, assessment of the secured transactions with the 
subject, and to request a time-stamp as the basis of an 
electronic receipt. This includes: 

a) the subject's certificate (or chain of 
certificates) being relied upon for the security of the 
transaction, or if the certificate is already known to the 
VAR server a simplified representation (e.g. hash) of the 
certificate that can be used a key on the certificate related 
information in the subject database; 



b) the cipher suite (identifier for the set of 
cryptographic algorithms and key lengths used to secure an 
SSL session) or algorithms used; 

c) an indication of the current usage being validated 
5 and assessed (e.g. SSL server authentication, e-mail 

authentication) ; 

d) the legal context (e.g. country) in which the 
relying party operates; 

e) a hash (fingerprint) of the data to be time- 
10 stamped. 

- 

On reception of this information the VAR Server: 

a) obtains any additional information (e.g. CA 
certificates, CRLs) needed to validate the received 

15 certificate (where possible arrangements will be made with 

CAs to provide a copy of the latest CRL information direct to 
the validation service and to inform the validation service 
of any updates); 

b) checks the technical validity of the certificates) 
20 as required under X.509, including full certificate path and 

revocation checks; 

Note: if the subject's certificate is already known to 
the VAR service validation checks can be carried out 
beforehand and the result held in the subject database. Only 
25 checks on certificate validity period need be repeated at 
time of request from the relying party; 

c) the VAR Server obtains from a local database of 
known CAs information on the all the CA's business standing 
and certification practices on which the e-commerce 

30 transaction relies including: 

i) identification of recognised codes of 
practice/assessment criteria to which the CA conforms, 
(e.g. requirements of certification service providers 
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issuing of Qualified Certificates in Annex II of the 
Draft European Directive on Electronic Signatures), or 
other information on the standing of the CA; 

ii) information on the Limit of liability of CA; 
5 iii) legal system under which CA operates; 

iv) registration procedures of CA including any 
checks on the business standing of the certified 
subjects; 

v) limits on the usage by subjects of the 
10 certificates (e.g. SSL server only, S/MIME 

authentication only, only given legal contexts)-. 

(Of course, the above list can be altered or amplified with 
other criteria.) 

15 

d) the VAR Server looks up in its database for 
information on the subject of the validation and assessment 
including: 

i) the length of time over which the server has 
20 been trading (i.e. the time that validation checks 

were first made on that subject), 

ii) the number of validation checks that had been 
made over a recent period (e.g. 1 month), 

iii) the number and gravity of any reported 
25 problems when trading with the subject, 

iv) legal system under which the subject operates, 
whether the server conforms to recognised codes of 

. practice (e.g. the Interactive Media in Retail Group 
code of practice for electronic commerce) , and other 
30 information on the standing of the identified entity. 

v) whether the subject is a recognised merchant 
under a payment system (e.g. credit card) 
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vi) whether the subject is a merger a scheme which 
has recognised codes of practice for e-commerce 

vii) other locally held information about the 
Subject . 

5 

(Note: Initially, no information may be available for a 
subject. The latter items of data may only be collected for 
subjects which are major e-commerce traders.) 

10 e) the VAR Server looks up in its other database for 

other assessment information relating to the transaction: 

i) any specific legal requirements or constraints 
that may exist; 

ii) a rating of the security of given 

15 cryptographic algorithms and key lengths or cipher 

suites, 

iii) any independent rating of the subject's 
commercial and security practices such as can be 
established through accredited membership of a 

20 recognised code of practice 

f) the VAR Server provides an overall assessment of the 
transaction in simple terms covering: 

i) any limits of liability associated with 
certificates (e.g. as indicated in the CA's 

25 practices or explicitly given in the certificate) . 

In cases where the validation depends on several 
certificates, the lowest value is chosen; 

ii) abstract assessment for the level of trust in 
the certified subject and the security of the 

30 transaction based on the features of the 

transaction including: 

• the number of problems reported with the 

subject divided by the number of trans-actions, 



• the subject's commercial and security 
practices 

. the registration procedures of the subject's 
CA, 

. conformance of each CA to recognised codes of 
practice, 

. the cryptographic algorithms, including key 
lengths used to protect the transaction; 
iii) the legal framework with which certificates 
comply & under which server operates (as indicated 
in the CA's practice or explicitly given in the 
certificate). In the case where the validation 
depends on several certificates issued under 
different legal frameworks, if no equivalence or 
cross recognition is known to exist between the 
legal systems then no common legal framework is 
identified. 

For each of these features individual assessment values are 
assigned. First, minimum assessment value of all the 
features are found. Then, the individual assessments are 
combined mathematically in one or. more ways. The minimum 
value of all the combinations and the individual assessments 
is then used to provide the overall assessment. 

The validation service creates a time-stamp by signing a 
hashed value concatenated with the current time. 

On completion of the above steps, the validation service 
sends back in a response to the relying party: 

a) an indication of whether the technical validation 

checks are passed; 
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b) 



the identity of the certificate subject; 



d) 



c) 



the time-stamp; 

information giving reasons for any failure of 



checks; 
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e) 



output of overall assessment; 



f ) 



details in the certificates; 



g) 



other used in the assessment such as the country of 
registration, legal and tax implication, previous 



track record; 
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h) 



information held on the CA and subject including 
information used as input to the overall assessment 



process . 



The validation service maintains a record of the request and 
15 response related to the subject for use in later assessments 
of the subject. 

Figure 2 illustrates the sequence of actions carried out by 
the VAR Server. 

20 

The above description is for a service offering validation, 
assessment and time-stamping in a single operation. The VAR 
Server can also be used to provide a time-stamping service as 
a separate independent operation without validation and 
25 assessment. Similarly validation and assessment can be 
provided without time-stamping. 

The exchanges between the VAR client and the server are . 
protected path using SSL, a cryptographic message check code 
30 or other security mechanisms which at least authenticates the 
server and protects the integrity of the exchange. There is 
no requirement for the identification of the relying party 
for the VAR service to operate, although this may riecessaLxy 



for the purposes of charging and controlling use of the VAR 
service. Also, authentication of the relying party at their 
request could be offered as an optional extension to the 
time-stamping service to authenticate an identifier of the- 
relying party which could be included in the time-stamp. 

The VAR Server provides an accessible web page where any 
problems with the use of services provided by a given 
certified subject can be reported. A problem report is e- 
mailed back to the person reporting the problem who is 
requested to reply confirming the source and verity 'of the 
problem report. Once confirmed the problem report is added 
to the local database entry for that Subject. 



VAR Client Details 

The VAR Client monitors the communications between the 
subject and the relying party's secured Internet browser 
application (e.g. Internet web browser or Internet e-mail 
reader) . From this information: 

a) It identifies in the protocol where certificates, 
and other security relevant information such as algorithm 
identifiers, exist and uses these to obtain a validation and 
assessment from the VAR Server. 

b) It records all the secured transaction, or 
electronic tokens containing the security significant parts 
of the transaction (e.g. initial. SSL handshake)', which is to 
be recorded for use as part of the electronic receipt. 

The VAR Client also obtains information from the Internet 
browser giving the relying party's view of the transaction. 
This relying party view can include one or more of: 
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• a snap shot image of the display at the key points in 
the transaction, 

• structured data resulting from decrypting the secured 
transaction, 

5 • a resume of the transaction as needed for financial 

accounts, 

• the transaction session key encrypted using a key 
encrypting key known only to the relying party. 

• the identity of the relying party which is 

10 authenticated by the VAR Server . before creating the 

- 

time-stamp. 

In order to create an electronic receipt the VAR client 
calculates the hash of the secured transaction and the 

15 relying party view of the transaction, to be time-stamped by 
the VAR Server. The secured transaction, the relying party 
view of the transaction and time-stamp are then placed in 
long-term storage medium (e.g. floppy disk, write only CD) to 
form the electronic receipt, or passed to the VAR Server for 

20 storage on behalf of the relying party. The relying party 
view can be used as it's claim of what went on in the 
transaction. If there is a dispute with the relying party's 
claim of the electronic receipt based, on the relying party 
view, then the subject can be required to replay the 

25 transaction from the secured transaction data* 

The time-stamp gives independent proof that the transaction 
occurred at a given time. 



30 The VAR client can either request a validation and assessment 
of a secured transaction on its own, a time-stamp on its own 



or a combination of validation and assessment with time- 
stamp. 

xn the case of a secured interactive transaction (e.g. using 
SSL) / the relying party requests a validation & assessment 
and a time-stamp after the initial handshake which 
establishes the security of the transaction. The time-stamp 
provides basic evidence of the existence of the transaction. 
The results of the validation and assessment can be displayed 
to the user for him/her to get an assessment and make an 
informed decision before proceeding with the rest o* the 
transaction (e.g. revealing credit card numbers to the 
subject and proceeding with the order) . In order to produce 
a full electronic receipt the relying party may also request 
an additional time-stamp of all the secured transaction, with 
the relying party view, when the transaction is complete. 

The assessment may be presented and displayed to the user in 
various ways depending on the uses needs. It can be 
simplified to a three states displayed to the user in the 

form of traffic lights: 

Red indicating that there is significant risk in trading 
wi th this site and so it is recommended that the site be 
avoided; 

Amber indicating that there is some risk when trading 
with this site and so it is recommended that the site should 
be used with caution. Additional information and guidance is 
available for the user to make an informed decision on 
whether to proceed with the trade or not; 

Green indicating that there is minimal risk associated 

with using this site. 
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Alternatively, the user can be presented with a five star 
assessment report- A user can request the display of full 
details of the assessment report should he want more 
information, such as the country of registration, legal and 
tax implication, previous track record, etc. 

In the case of a secured e-mail or other non-interactive 
secured transaction, the message can be forwarded to the VAR 
Client when a message is selected for processing by the user. 
The relying party requests the validation and assessment, and 
a time-stamp of the whole message from the server as'in a 
single operation. 

This embodiment also identifies an extension to SSL to 
provide a signature of the all the secured transaction from 
the subject to strengthen the evidential value of records 
kept by the relying party. This proposed extension to the 
SSL protocol is to allow the relying party to request that 
the combined hash of data passing in each direction is 
digitally signed by the remote SSL party (i.e. the SSL 
server) . This signature can be used by the relying party 
with the rest of the transaction to provide proof of the 
transaction . 

The sequence of operations for using the validation service 
with an interactive security protocols, such as SSL, is 
illustrated in Figure 3. 

In the case of security protocols there is no initial 
handshake (S .MIME/SET/Signed code), the validation and 
assessment is requested at the same time as the time-stamp 
for the secured transaction plus the relying party view. The 
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sequence of operations for using the validation service with 
S/MIME is illustrated in Figure 4. 

The structure of a possible implementation of this invention 
5 (which includes the VAR Client and the VAR Server), is 
illustrated in Figure 5. 

The above description is for transactions using X.509 based 
digital signatures or using X.509 certificates to provide 

10 authenticated keys as in SSL, The system can also be applied 
to other forms of certificates including the "variant ^of X.509 
defined in PGP (RFC 1991, RFC 2440) or EDI FACT certificates. 
The system can also apply to other security protocols using 
digital signature (e.g. Microsoft Authenticode, sign JAR 

15 files, signed XML) in a similar way as for secure e-mail. 

Similar services may also be used for SET. 

The main advantages of the described embodiments over 
20 existing validation and time-stamping systems include the - 
ability: 

a) to provide an overall assessment of the security 
transaction in terms which: 

i) avoids the need for detailed technical 

25 knowledge and understanding of all the complexities 

of the security mechanisms used, 

ii) incorporates the range of factors which effect 
the security of the transaction including 
trustworthiness of the CA, subject and protections 

30 applied to the transaction, 

iii) provides the assessment in simple terms 
combining a range of .complex factors into a simple 
rating, 



b) to provide an electronic receipt of a secured 
electronic transaction in a way which is: 

i) applicable across a range of security 
protocols including the secured web access protocol 
SSL, 

ii) avoids the VAR system having to handle any 
sensitive, private or personal encryption keys, 

iii) provides evidence of what the user saw linked 
to the secured transaction, 

c) to provide an integrated validation, assessment and 
time-stamping service supporting the relying party; - 

d) does not require changes to the user's secure 
application (Internet Browser) software; 

e) does not require changes to the subjects' secure 
application software {WEB server) . 
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CLAIMS 
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20 



1. A validation system for giving an indication of 
trustworthiness of a subject upon request from a user, 
including subject assessment means operable to obtain subject 
data from a data source, indicating means operable to provide 
to a user the results of the subject assessment, timing means 
operable to generate an indication of the time at which a 
request by a user is made, and receipt generating means 
operable to generate a receipt indicating at least one of the 
user, the subject assessment and the time of the request. 



2. A system according to claim 1, including transaction 
means operable to enable a transaction to be performed 

15 between a user and a subject through the system or with 
verification of the transaction by the system. 

3. A system according to claim 2, wherein the receipt 
generating means is operable to generate a receipt indicating 
occurrence and/or details of the transaction. 



25 



30 



4. A system according to claim 1, 2 or 3, including 
recording means operable to record user requests and/or user 
data relating to one or more subjects. 

5. A system according to any preceding claim, including 
means for recording the amount of transactions performed by a 
user for retrieval by the indicating means. 

6. A system according to any preceding claim, including 
storage means operable to store receipts generated by the 
qeneratuin.g means - 
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7. A system according to any preceding claim,, including 
means operable to access user data from remote data services. 

8. A system according to any preceding claim, wherein the 
5 indicating means is operable to clarify a subject into a 

plurality of trustworthy and not trustworthy categories. 

9. A validation system for giving an indication of 
trustworthiness of a subject upon request from a user, 

10 including subject assessment means operable to obtain subject 
data from at least one data source, recording means operable 
to record user requests and/or other user data relating to 
one or more subjects, and processing means operable to 
provide to a user an indication of the results of the subject 

15 assessment and/or recorded subject data. 

10. A system according to claim 9, wherein the processing 
means is operable to generate a trustworthiness indicator 
based upon the assessed and/or stored data on a subject. 

20 

11. A system according to claim 10, wherein the 
trustworthiness indicator is generated on the basis of the 
type of assessment data and predetermined weighting factors. 

25 12. A validation system substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings . 



Amendments to the claims have been filed as follows 



10 



CLAIMS 

l. A validation system for giving an indication of 
trustworthiness of a subject upon request from a user, 
including means for obtaining subject data from a data 
source, validation means for validating subject data obtained 
from the data source, assessment means operable on the basis 
of pre- selected criteria to assess the subject from the 
obtained subject data and the validation of said data, and 
indicating means operable to provide to a user the results of 
the subject assessment. 



2. A validation system according to claim 1, wherein the 
validation means is operable to validate obtained subject 

15 data from a third party source or from a database of the 
system. 

3. A validation system according to claim 2, wherein the 
subject data is a trading certificate and the validation 

20 means is operable to access a database of an authority 
issuing said trading certificate or from said database. 

4. A validation system according to any preceding, claim, 
wherein the validation means includes security determining 

25 means operable to determine the security of communication 
between a subject and a user, the assessment means being 
operable to assess the subject from the determined security, 
the obtained subject data and the validation of said data. 

30 5. A validation system according to any preceding claim, 

including level determining means operable to categorise the 
result of the assessment into one of a predetermined number 



of levels, said determined level being indicated by the 
indicating means. 

6. A system according to any preceding claim, including 
transaction means operable to enable a transaction to be 
performed between a user and a subject through the system or 
with verification of the transaction by the system. 

7. A system according to claim 7, including receipt 
generating means operable to generate a receipt indicating 
occurrence and/or details of a transaction. - 

8. A system according to claim 7, including storage means 
operable to store receipts generated by the receipt 
generating means. 

9. A transaction monitoring system for monitoring a 
transaction between a subject and a user located remote from 
one another, which transaction is carried out over a 
communication link between the subject and the user; the 
system including monitoring means operable to monitor events 
occurring during a transaction, clock means and recording 
means operable to record at least one said event and a time 
stamp indicative of time provided by the clock means . 

10. A system according to claim 9, including transaction 
means operable to enable a user to communicate with a subject 
to perform a transaction, the transaction means" being coupled 
to the monitoring means . 



11. A system according to claim 9 or 10, wherein 
communication link is the Internet. 



12. A system according to claim 11, wherein the recording 
means is operable to record web pages as viewed by a user, 
said web page views representing said transaction events. 

13. a validation system substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. 
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